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Even outside the EU, the UK remains a large and important economy. It has in the
past been an influential voice for Western values, which we share with the EU. A UK
inside the EU, on the right terms, would strengthen the organisation and increase
the market. So yes, they do want us back.

Terms

The EU will not spell out the terms on which it would be prepared for the UK to rejoin
publicly if there is no UK application in the public domain. To do so would pre-empt
a complex negotiation and run the risk of worsening the already tense atmosphere.
People who are pro-EU in this country need to work some of this out for themselves.

At present, the UK govt is obviously committed to Brexit. The opposition by voting for
the deal is therefore tied to it. Starmer has avoided the topic almost entirely. There
may be tactical political considerations that seem to make this acceptable policy.
The absence of a political party currently championing rejoining the EU upsets
many people. Being realistic, there is no reason why any political party should
adopt it as policy unless they are convinced there are votes in it.

The core of a robust pro-European movement now exists in this country. There is a
stfrong argument in favour of creating a joined-up non-party campaign, embracing
supporters of any of the political parties. An organised popular movement would
demonstrate to the political parties' leaders that there is sftill a substantial portion of
the population for whom membership is a core issue. Then they would see ad-
vantages in terms of votes to be gained from supporting rejoining. Having a visible
stfrong, cross-party pro-EU membership movement would also be a vital compo-
nent of a strong case to the EU for a successful future application.

The EU will not set a threshold for membership support in the UK, as this is a domestic
pollical matter. But it is likely they would be wary if support were at less than 60/40%



in favour. A healthy cross-party European Movement would cut the ground
from under the Brexit supporters' feet, offering a benefits-based case for mem-
bership. In its absence, EU membership's appeal is increasing.

We can be sure that the EU wants its member states to be stable and construc-
tive, committed for the long term.

Preparation means Reform

The UK electoral system currently offers only a simple binary choice between
"Left" and "Right". This guarantees that the country swings dramatically at inter-
vals when the voters simply get tired of the governing party. The system is inher-
ently unstable and acts directly against building a stable national consensus
because the Parties are obliged to oppose almost everything the other stands
for. This is now the major obstacle to EU membership.

Reform of the voting system is something most progressive parties are commit-
ted to or actively considering. However, you can't change the electoral system
without making other consequential changes in the UK's constitutional arrange-
ments. These would not be EU "requirements” but would give it considerable re-
assurance if there was reform. For example, if the unelected element of the UK's
"democracy" and strengthening the Rule of Law and our Judiciary were ad-
dressed.

There is a strong argument for a written constitution setting out the limits to Exec-
utive Power, the relationship between the Houses of Parliament and the Crown
more clearly. The relationship between the Nations in the "United Kingdom" is of
particular interest. Especially given Scotland and Northern Ireland's stated desire
to stay in the European Union has been completely ignored. Changes to the
balance of power mean significant changes for the English, voluntarily or not;
depending on the Scoftish Independence Vote Mark 2.

Currently, the UK is still a country that uses most of the norms and laws used in
other member states. "Convergence" is necessary for any new member. If this
Tory government deliberately seeks significant divergence (which isn't cost-
free), that will change. So there may be other areas where we need 1o "re-
converge" before being accepted back as a member. So an early application
is less painful than waiting for 10 or 20 years of rolled back changes.

A lot is made of the requirement for new member states to join the Euro. Of
course, a lot will depend on the financial situation when and if the UK reapplies;



; it's conceivable that sterling may no longer look a good bet against the Euro.
However, note that there is a potential "loophole" because the UK would be a
rejoining rather than a completely new member. Being able to utilise any loop-
hole will all depend on the politics at the time.

When can we reapply?

Applying to rejoin too quickly would likely to raise doubts about how serious we
are. The EU won't operate a "revolving door" membership; it is just foo costly in
terms of their time and effort to contemplate a casual request.

Realistically the requirements listed above will take a few years to achieve. There
are steps short of full membership we can take, such as CU and SM membership,
as evidence of our commitment.

No-one can really give an estimate of how long it will take to rejoin fully, but it
would be pretty surprising if it was less than 10-20 years. How Britain behaves in that
time will dictate how long it takes us to get back.

Who Are We?

Re b(l)él%t Reboot* began when two old friends, Liz Crosbie and Lyn Dade,
4 got fed up with moaning on Twitter and decided to try and

Intervene with a positive agenda for change. The idea was to

plant a banner in the ground around which progressives could

gather. A place where together we can imagine what a better
Britain fit for the 21st century could look like.

Reboot is a roadmap to re-
claim democracy—a rallying
point for progressives to cam-
paign for a new government We know many people who feel the same about our politics and
our institutions but need a place to start to build a coherent
alternative. We don't have all the answers - far from it - but we
know many others that do.

capable of fixing Britain. We
have outlined TEN changes to
reform our country. This is a
There are thousands of dedicated activists with expertise in all
areas of our chosen agenda - the TEN - from constitutional
geeks to legal advocates wanting to deliver the rule of law and
LAl e Dl e o el justice. The world is not short of policy ideas, just political will.
ganization and not a pollical

draft agenda for the next Govt

to deliver a citizens democra-

T Be the change you want to see in the world and join us.



